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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Angus Council 

I refer to the consultation on the above Bill. Elected Members in Angus when 

considering the officer’s response to the consultation asked me to write and highlight 

three specific points. 

1. Concerns regarding funding the implementation of the Bill. Elected members 

noted that the Cabinet Secretary has given a commitment to COSLA that the Bill 

will be fully funded from new money and will not come at any detriment to existing 

local government grant. However given that at this time it is difficult to calculate 

with any degree of accuracy how much implementation will cost without more 

detailed guidance on specific aspects of the Bill, Elected members are keen to 

get assurances that this commitment will be maintained as the costs of 

implementation become clearer. Elected members asked me to highlight that if 

the Bill is not fully funded then it will be extremely challenging to implement 

aspects of the Bill without detriment to other services.  

2. Amendments to the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act. During the passage 

of the Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011 through Parliament COSLA 

successfully argued for an amendment whereby the National Convener of 

Children’s Hearing Scotland must reach agreement with local authorities over the 

makeup of Area Support Team (replacements for Children’s Panel Advisory 

Groups). This replaced a much weaker clause which indicated the National 

Convener only had to consult with local authorities on the establishment of Area 

Support Teams. This safeguard was considered essential to stop local authorities 

being forced into unsuitable area support teams. The Bill now seeks to reverse 

COSLA’s amendment to the 2011 Act. Elected members are concerned that 

significant effort was put into working with neighbouring authorities and the 

national convener to reach agreement about a Tayside Area Support Team. Any 

amendments could mean that these agreements are changed without reference 

to the local authorities or the panel members involved. In Angus there is a long 

history of effective joint working between the local authority and the children’s 

panel and concern is expressed that the amendments proposed within the Bill will 

undermine these arrangements and will ultimately be to the detriment of the 

panel systems and the children and young people in Angus. 

3. Concerns regarding Section 17(6) of the Bill. The Bill as published contains 

the proposal that where Scottish Ministers are not satisfied with joint working 

locally between local authorities and the NHS around children services planning 

they may “… constitute a joint board of the local authority and each relevant 

health board”. Concerns are expressed that there has been no previous 

consultation or discussions with COSLA on this proposal and that it could place 

Councils and local services at risk by creating a situation where significant 

restructuring of existing services could be undertaken by Ministers without the 

need for further legislation or consultation. 
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I trust that the Education and Culture Committee will consider the issues raised by 

the Elected Members in Angus and give them due consideration in their 

deliberations.  

Margo Williamson  

Strategic Director – People, Angus Council 

 


